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tel Tnterloper ; and REA SONS for a 
"Habs rgh Company.  ” En 


Of derable Clothiers i in England of the Counties © 
& eeding advanc'd Prizes, Exaction of Meaſure, BN 
ding che Parliament to give all I ncouragement to Engi 

and Holland; to find a Dutch Interloper in the Diſgif 


ad Gloaceſter, (upon Contidera- 

ble bad Debts, — full Trial of 
ſeri lin to Export our Woollen- 
ire 0 q De | thier, addreſſing himſelf to 
hb Parliame 3 | Liberty in the higheſt Part of our Commerce with the Navive Sut ; nay, Gar tag ently affirm- 
| med oP uti" 11 Merchant or Hamburgh Company; for that he = 9 * Hoch at. Engl Devotion, to 
take Cars of that Par 25 our — and Hrs us that Charge; is too manifeſt-a piece of F lattery, to Pa in a Kingdom enrich'd with ſo ma- 
ny valuable Benefits, and chiefly ſecur'd by Navigation.“ 3 
„ N nel 12 way of Anſwer to a certain Paper, Intituled, Au Humble Repreſentation of the State of our Molle len : Manufa@ures-; ; and moſt readily 
-coneurs with the Repre „ that our Woollen Manufactures are miſerably debasu, that The meaſures of Cloth ought to be "regulated, and the goodneſs of our Ma- 
nufackures kept to a rd and ſeems fairly to offer his Guardian-ſhip in theſe Particulars. 

That we may not Split our Intereſt twice upon the ſame Rock; I will aſſert, Firſt, That our Woollen Mahi 172 Nat net have been debaſed thro? the 
Management of theſe Interlopers; Commiſſions to lower the Price 'of Goods having been always ſent over, w] Nh 122 1 s fore d the Maker to make his 
Goods worſe to ſecure a diving Profit. Extraordinary meafure have been Exacted, which has occaſioned exkt goa, If ry 1 And before the 

Wear 1663. When this Frade — 55 DC on'by Engliſh Merchants, Cloth was kept to a good Making, and 110 Wa allified 

But he deſires that theſe whole) hor DA 12 Eſtabliſhed by the Wiſdom. of the Parliament. 

In the Third and Fourth” 0 of Fare Sith,” When our Trade to theſe Parts was carried on by the Fe x * Merchants of the Stil- ard; and 
our Manufactures 3 x debaſed * AE 4 1 my e for the true making of Cloth, and in this Law there was al; Nan upon every lothier to 
make the Letter E. Crown d upon each to ſhew the Reformation, whilſt the Trade remain d in the Hands of theſe Foreign Merchants. But 
the Nation at that Time was ſo far from receiving a Benefit fiom this Law, that our Manufactures became more di ad. - 

In the Fifth and Sixth Vear of this Reign, the Guardianſhip of our Woollen Manufactures was committed to the Hamburgb Company, and theſe Fo- 
:reigners excluded; and a Law was made, in which there is this Clauſe; That during the ſpace of Two Tears, the Letter E Crom a, ſhall not be made into 
arg Cloth, to diſting ruiſh the Bad Cloth from Goed , and the Clothing T rade flouriſht for many Years under their Management. 

He tells us next. If our Wosllen Marufaftures are not render d Cheap at Foreign Markets, all Regulations will fail; and that the Hamburgh Company are 
:the means to render them Dear. 

To ſuffer our Woollen Manufactures to be clogged with any unneceſſary Charge, is doubtleſs prejudicial; and during ſuch Time, that this Trade 
was wholly carried on by the Hamburgh Company, there were no Factors or Wooll-Broggers, in which reſpect Cloth was render'd Ch eaper abroad: 
But to perſwade us, that it is our Intereſt to Sell our Woollen Manufactures Cheap to Foreighers, has in it more Dutch then Exgliſn; the better Price 

threugh good Management the Merchant gets abroad, the better Price the Clothier receives for his Cloth, and the better Price K* Grower gets for 
his Wooll. 


But the having but one Seller of Allom, Javours of Monopaly : ; and the Hambu rgh Company bas been, and would be if encouraged, the greateſ Monopoly that 


hat been known. 

The Hamburgh Company in Queen Elizabeth's Reign conſiſted of Four Thouſand Members, each Member Trading with his own. Stock, and their 
Regulations in Trade moſt agreeable to the Publick Good; they were limited unto Two Shipings a Year by a Law ia the firſt Year of Queen Elizabeth; - 
which was no way 74 udicial to the leſſer Clothier, if the Wealthy. Merchant put off his Buying, until the Shipping, he was. ſure to pay ſomething 

ar conſtant Buying; ſo 8 in 3 zpulated a pe of ſo cs — ONE with their own 


the Dearer for Clo e dee 5 
1 the Proof of — 4 [55 not. 1 Ge as wher 1 


xt, That England the. - tiling and petty Immunities of the Banburgh 8 5 3 

To he Privilec Joes s which 5 e enjoy at Hamburgh wo! be tedious, where the En 24% enjoy more Priviledges then the 3 / 

| themſelves. Callice in former Time was the great Mart for Engliſh oods, which was Loſt in the Reien of Queen Mary, to her great Grief and Sor- 
row; this Loſs was in ſome meaſure made good by Queen Elizabeth in the Settlement of Trade upon. theſe advantagioys Terms at Hamburgh the Inlet 

_ «of: Germany, this being a Free Town bordering upon the Empire, Denmark and Sweden; if any Difference ſhould happen between us and any of theſe 
Princes, it would no way Influence our Trade, and the Charge to maintain this Company i is ſo mall, that it 1s e Compenſated by the Privi- 
ledges we enjoy at Hamby b in the eaſe of Cuſtoms, GCC. 

But (ſays he) Experience ſhew'd that more Goods Was Exported in three Tears after the Free Trade, than in three Years before ; That Merchants were diſcou- 

| raged Were 72 * the de beighth, from the Apprehenſions of the Difficulties we were falling under at chat Time, is not unlikely; 2 greater Conſump- 
tion was occafioned by our Armies abroad, vaſt Quantities of Woollen Goods were ſent thro' Hamburgh into Italy and other Parts, the lowneſs of 
the Exchange, and other temporary Reaſons might be aſſigned for this increaſe, and I am ſure that the Exportation is very low at preſent. 

As to what is Aſſerted in the Third Article. That the numbers of Buyers are increas d, that the Clothiers Sell for ready Money, and at better Prizes than 
when the Trade was confin'd to the Hamburgh Company only, and Wooll one Third Part Dearer than it was at tl it Ti ime; is contrary to plain Demonſtration. 
When this Trade was carried on by the Hamburgh Company only before the Year 1663. Cotſwold Wooll was currently Sold at T wenty Eight Shil- 
lings per Tod, the Cloth now Sold for Six Shillings per Yard was Sold for Eight, and the Clothier had more ready Money for Cloth in thoſe Days, 
than now; all which is well in Memory, and can be proved; and the Germans came conſtantly down, and bought vaſt Quantities of our Goods at 
Hambur b. 

As — the Conſtitution of the Company which he complains of, if the Wiſdom of this Parliament, by inſpecting their Charter 25 1 By-Laws, can 
find out a more Effectual Way to ſecure the Trade to Engliſh Merchants, and make it more National, 1 would be grateful to the p.. eat Members, 
as well as thoſe to be admitted. | 

The Hamburgh Company has been the Fence and Guard, of the Enghſh Merchandire and Navigation between us and Holland, Handers, and Germa- 

, from the Eighth Year of Herry the Fourth, until the beginning — King Charles the Second; and _ a juſt —_— between our numerous Flocks- 
of Sheep in our ſpacious Downs, which afford ſuch a variety of valuable Manufactures; our Fullers E * Coperas, Allom, p eculiar Commodities to the 
Improve ement of our Woollen ManvufaQures ; our Leatber, Lead, Tin, &c. and the Fg Enjoyments of the Eaſterlings there, can be no wonder at 
this ſtruggle 1 for a Free Tad. 


The Reaſ: ons for a oh Company. 


_ TH E Plauſible 3 for aFree T rade was, That it would increaſe the number of Buyers. Whereas Experience now Jamonſtrates the contra- 


| ry, and that we have only changed Hands, and got a Dutch 1 inſtead an En b; nay the Trade for ee and Holland as we are 
| wel TR: * fan into the Hands o ey few Foreign Buyers. ey OY | 


II. That bereby Money would be brought into the Cloth-Trade. When i it is mani „greater Credit has been given with Cloth to theſe porei ners, 
then to Engliſh fer ha nts, 3 more Lo A Stock of Cloth is now kept upon t Clothiers Hand to match Patterns, which was — kept y we | 

_ Engliſh Merchant in as Ware-Houſe abroad, which is another hardſhip upon t Maker. - - | 
III. That the Conſumption of Engliſh Cloth would hereby be increas d abroad. © 5 | 
The decay of our 2 k and 3 Complaints from all Clothing Parts, does Evidence the contrary : Our wales Manuftures are at * 


and va antities of our Wooll Exported of late Years. 
1 hunmbiy boped, that the Wiſdom er,” will put the our 7 our wol, Monfatre into the Wands 


= of asl Mercbants, who malt be the 6 trac Friends to ou 


